My linemate Vinnie

Damphousse teams up with Gretzky, Linden

PAT HICKEY
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Getting to Know You has become the
theme song for members of the most
productive line on the Canadian entry
in the World Cup touwrnament.

Wayne Gretzky. Trevor Linden and
the Canadiens’ Vincent Damphousse
have been the standout line for Team
Canada, which was generally listless
in a 4-1 guarter-final victory over Ger-
many last night.

“We're learning to play with each
other,” said Linden. who scored his
first World Cup goal. “In a tournament
like this, chemistry is very important.
Youdon't have a lot of time to fine-tune
things.

“I think we work well together and
we're getting into the flow. Wayne, of
course, is one of the best players ever
and Vinnie has lots of skills. I'm out
there because I'm a big, strong guy and
I'mat my best around the net.”

The line produced 11 of Canada’s 43
shots last night. with Linden and Gret-
zKky scoring goals. It was the third of
the tournament for the Great One.

“(Gretzky's) easy to play with be-
cause yvou always know where he's go-
ing to be,” said Damphousse, who was
a late addition to this team after Mario
Lemieux decided not to play. “He likes
to set up behind the net and I know
that if I throw the puck back there, he's
going to be there.”

While the top line was called on to
talk about their success, they also had
to deal with gquestions about what
many have perceived as disappointing
performallces last night and in last
Sunday’s 3-2 cliffhanger against Slova-
kia.

“I think there is a tendency to play
down to the level of the competition,”
Linden offered. “There's pressure
when you're expected to do well but the
important thing is that we're through
to the semi-finals (against Sweden to-
morrow night in Philadelphiay”

“We dominated them.” Damphousse
said. “We didn't want to get into a posi-
tion like the one we were in against Slo-
vakia where they scored two quick goals
and we were down 2-1.We missed some
chances and their goalie made some
good saves. but we dominated them.”

Wayne Grefzky (99) and Eric Lindros look for rebound from goalie Josef Heiss.

The game was a dream come true fo1
German goaltender Josef (Pepi) Heiss
He was outstanding and was selected
as the game's third star as Canada out-
shot the Germans 43-16.

“T was veryv nervous. but I alwaye
dreamed about plaving here in Non
treal.” the 33-vear-cld veteran said
Heiss received the call on the strength
of two previous pertormances, a 3-1
win over C
Onship:r—al'ﬂﬂ‘ this vear in Vienna and
a 7-1 win over the Czech Republic th: at
earned the Germans their quar

nal berth. “I'm happw [1-1&“! a few bad
mistakes but it was a great experi
ence.”

That was the case {or most of the

anada at the world champi-

(_r{“I'Il'iai'lb The‘; weren’t expected to get

1ec|tmed onI\ one player— Stefanl storf
of the Washington Capitals - with Na
tional Hockeyv League credentials.

The game drew only 13,422 fans and
Linden said he would have preferred to
play before a larger crowd. But he said
the size of the crowd didn't affect the
Canadians, “We all playved hard out
there.” he said

“I think the crowd was s0 small be
cause of the Germans.” Damphousse
said. “The fans don't know their play-

rs. It would have been better if we
played the Czechs or tht'_' Finns. But the
next two games here are in the finals
And theyvre ‘3'.’]~!I_J|_|E ;




